





International Connection

An in view with .. Jung

ung Mook Lyu is a post-
Jdoctoral scholar from Korea

studying neural stem cell
research at USC. Neural stem
cell research holds the hope of
treating, if not curing, diseases or
injuries to the brain or spinal
cord. Dr. Lyu’s work at the
Zilkha Neurogenetic Institute at
the Keck School of Medicine of
USC began on April 1, 2006 and
he plans to continue this work
here for the next three years.

Dr. Lyu obtained his Ph.D in
Medical Sciences in Korea, with
a focus on brain development.
He was working on brain and
cornea stem cell research in
Korea when he read an article on
brain development and neural
stem cell research written by
USC professor Dr. Wange Lu.
Impressed with the article, Dr.
Lyu contacted the author, who
arranged for Lyu to do research
with him at USC.

Stem cells offer the possibil-
ity of regenerating new human
cells to treat a wide range of cell-
based diseases or injuries, such
as Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s
diseases, spinal cord injury,
stroke, burns, heart disease,
diabetes, osteoarthritis, rheuma-
toid arthritis and more. The
therapy could also be used to
grow human tissue that can be
used for transplantation pur-
poses. Replacing faulty cells with
healthy ones can save lives and
repair the damage caused by
many incurable diseases.

There is current religious
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Scholar Jung Mook Lyu in the lab at USCS Zilkha Nuerogenetic Institute

and political controversy, how-
ever, that opposes stem cell
research, which derives cells
from fertilized embryos less than
a week old. While scientists have
developed a new method of
taking a single embryonic stem
cell in a manner that they say will
not harm the developing embryo,
the controversy remains. Dr.
Lyu’s work, therefore, is confined
to working with adult stem cells,
though embryonic stem cells are
much more promising to stem cell
therapy because of their versatil-
ity to develop into virtually any
other cell made by the human
body. For example, to treat
someone with diabetes, the stem
cells used must develop into new
insulin-producing islet cells, not
heart tissue or other cells of the
body. This assignment, or spe-
cialization, of stem cells is called
differentiation. Differentiation of

adult stem cells is much more
difficult than that of embryonic
stem cells, particularly in the
brain.

In fact, Dr. Lyu says, “The
greatest obstacles to neural stem
cell research are the proliferation
or multiplication of the cells in the
affected area, as many cells die
off, and the differentiation of
these cells, or getting these
unspecialized cells to acquire the
features of neurons, or brain
cells.”

Dr. Lyu explains, “The
challenge of differentiation has
been less of an obstacle in the
advancement of stem cell therapy
for the treatment of diseases of
the bone marrow, spine and
retina. Here, the new cells are
injected into the local damaged
area. However, just getting the
new cells to differentiate to the

See SCHOLAR,p. 6.
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By Becky Pererson, International Student Advisor

Club program, organized by
. the Office of International
Services, for a sampling of new
and traditional dishes from
around the world at local authen-
tic ethnic restaurants in Los
Angeles. Not only do we focus
on the different flavors of such
international cuisine, but also on
what we can learn from each
dish. Eacheventisledbya
“cuisine guide,” a student from
the country of interest. He or she
will introduce the traditional
dishes of that country and use
them as a vehicle for further
discussion and understanding of
that country, through background
information on the food and its
significance to members of that
culture.

Many students consider
participation in International
Diners’ Club programs a major
contributing factor tn creating a
memorable experience at USC
and in Southern California.
Lifelong friendships have even
developed among participants.

The International Diners’
Club takes great pride in intro-
ducing students to different
cuisines from all over the world,
so we only choose the most
authentic ethnic restaurants in the
Los Angeles area. Please come
join us at our next gathering and
together we can live to eat, not
just eat to live.

Students meet in front of
Leavey Library for dinner outings
atlocal L. A. restaurants. The

- I'oin the International Diners’

cost for each dinner is usually
between $15-$20, plus gratuity
and beverage.

Who doesn’t love tamales?
The Office of International
Services Diners’ Club is excited
to introduce you to this delicious
food that is found in the majority
of countries in South, Central and
Latin America. Please join us for
our nextevent, ¢ Exploring .«
Diversity withi [Latino C '
ture: Mama’s Hot Tamales,”
date and time to be announced.
Please check the OIS website for
updates to this and other IPA
Programs.

Tamales are an ancient Latin
American food, made throughout
the continent for over 5,000
years, and they show an incred-
ible diversity between countries in
how they are prepared and
served. Your Diners’ Club experi-
ence will be at Mama’s Hot
Tamales Café, an apprentice-
operated business with a strong
community justice focus. It
provides hands-on and classroom
instruction to train low-and-
moderate-income residents to be
cooks, servers and small business
owners.

Your experience will begin
with a hands-on cooking course
on how to create your own
tamales followed by the chance
to sample tamales of an exciting
variety: tamales from Acapulco to
Mexico City, from Lima to
Huehutenango, and wrapped in
avocado or banana leaves, orin
corn husks, spicy or mild. Other

‘Diners’ Club

delicious dishes will be sampled
as well. Sojoin us to explore the
amazing diversity within Latino
food while at the same time
investing in the surrounding USC
community.

Additional information on
Mama’s Tamales at: http://
www.iurd.org/
mamasHotTamales/

Sawatdee Kaa! This means
“hello™ in Thai. Are you a lover of
exotic herbs and spices? If you
are, you will definitely not want to
miss our first event of 2007. Help
us kick start the new year with
*.» azing Thailand,” an excit-
ing event guided by the Thai
Stucent Club here at USC.

A cuisine like no other, Thai
meals burst with an intoxicating
array of flavors guaranteed to
dazzle all your taste buds. Join
us, and expose yourself to au-
thentic Thai food like you’ve
never had before. We will cap off
this unique dining experience with
a captivating exploration of a
culture as rich and diverse as its
cuisine.

The date and time is to be
announced, and the cost is
approximately $20 per person.
Transportation will be provided.
Space 1s limited space for both
Diners’ Club events, so please
RSVP as soon as possible to
reserve your spot by sending an
e-mail to oisdinersclub(@
gmail.com, calling (213) 740-
9742, or simply come by the OIS
office at STU 300 to sign-up.
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By Nancy Weiner, Publications Editor
> here at the Office of
International Services
hope you enjoyed the
holiday season. While for many the
holiday season is the most joyous
time of year, it is also the time of
year that produces the most trash!
Now that the holiday season 1s
over, all that remains 1s the scat-
tered litter of leftovers, decora-
tions, gift wrapping, cards and
trees. On average, Americans
throw away an extra } MILLION
tons of waste each week from
Thanksgiving to New Year’s—
that’s 25% more trash than the rest
of the year. That’s more than 5
million tons of extra trash JUST
WOMTE JHOLIDAY SEA-
SON-——10 billion pounds of gift
wrap, cards, packing materials,
boxes, plastic ribbons, product
packaging, discarded decorations,
cut trees and mote. And that’s not
to mention all the energy and
chemicals that are used in the
manufacturing of all those items and
in their transportation from facto-
ries to stores to homes and finally
to trash dumping sites. And every
year, as the population grows, the
amount of energy use, toxic waste
and trash increases. Pretty de-
pressing, huh? Well, not to worry,
there is plenty that each of you can
do in your own home to cut down
on holiday waste.

Make “Reduce, Reuse, and
Recycle” the motto of your holi-
days. While recycling does divert
the amount of garbage going to
landfills, the real key to a major
change 1s to Reduce and Reuse.
While you may be making your

- -
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New Year’s resolution to reduce
the amount of waste or electricity
youuse In next year’s celebration,
you can take actions RIG"
NOW to Reuse this year’s waste!
Here are some great ways to
cut down on your holiday trash,
save money on gifts for next year,
and have fun while you’re at it! So,
grab some friends, grab all those
holiday or greeting cards, bows,
ribbons, gift boxes and gift bags,
used wrapping paper and other
“trash” and have a Trash to Trea-
sure party to fill the post-holiday
void!

“E ] “ECA S

Do you know that each year
2.65 billion holiday cards are
produced. That’s enough to fill a
football field 10 stories high. This
year, instead of throwing out your
old holiday cards, consider some
of the following easy projects that
can save waste, save you money
and be fun to do!

Postcards. Cut off the backs of
used cards and use the fronts as
postcards.

New Cards. Cut and paste parts
ofused cards onto new blank
cards Create your own card by
cutting and pasting parts of old
cards onto a new blank card. You
can find packages of blank cards at
most arts and crafts stores.

Gift Tags. Use old holiday cards
as gift tags by cutting them into
square or rectangular shapes and
punching holes in the corners for
string or ribbon.

Tl oy Tree 1o

Placemats. Make placemats out
of holiday cards instead of buying
new ones. Cut out pictures or
shapes rom the old cards, place
them between two pieces of clear
contact paper and press together
to create placemats.

Jsed cards can also
be recycled as bookmarks. Cut a
strip from the posterboard or thin
cardboard, about 8 inches x 2
inches. Cut out the picture on the
front of a greeting card. Glue the
picture at the top of the strip. Allow
the glue to dry. Write a message on
the strip if you want. If the book-
mark 1s a gift, you can simply write
“To:” and “From:”. You can also
write a holiday message on your
bookmark. To make your book-
mark more durable, cover it with
clear contact paper or laminate it.
Holiday Card Box. Give new life to
old holiday cards by turming them
into boxes for treasures, gifts,
candies, jewelry and anything you
can think of! Visit
www.kinderart.com/recycle/
cardbox.shtml for detailed mstruc-
tions and a template to create your
holiday card box.

Screensaver/wallpaper. Scan
your favorite cards into the com-
puter along with your favorite
messages from inside the cards,
and make them into a Christmas
wallpaper or screensaver with a
photo program.

Index cards. Make studying fun!
Cut off the back of the card and
use holiday card fronts (that are

See TREASURES p.6.
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—Judy Hartwich, Senior Associate
Director

“Flags of our Fathers”
Directed by Clint Eastwood
Starring Ryan Phillipe

“Flags of our Fathers™ begins
not on the battlefield, but on a stage,
as the historic flag raising at Iwo Jima
during World War I1 is recreated
beforea s{adium ofthrilled Ameri-
cans. The setting is no coincidence,
as the metaphor of war as theater is
the principal theme of this film.

Still from “Flags of Our Fathers”

o
‘o t -
J7 o R vl -
o ‘,:/ B I B (R
P o o o s L
‘ ) 1¢ N 5
Jor. Loan PV
S S N
oo oyl
.40 b d .
¥ s, W 7T
S A | R
T o 4 i
VSN G VX 7Y (VR VA VR O
pe' ng.Lo..nme . nZ ous
combat operations. Tt.st  ocrisy
becomesevenmo ~ ‘oo U

when we leamn that the flag raising in
the picture is itself arecreat.on, a. .
not the original event.

In particular, the trials of -ayes,
anative American descending into
alcoholism who cannot come to grips
with being called a hero just for trying
to stay alive, and Gagnon, who
proves to be far better suited to
public relations then he had been to

See REVIEWS, p. 9.
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Craig Berger is a copywriter and
graduate of the Professional Writing
Program at USC.

Poster from “‘An Inconvenient Truth”
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