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Definitions of Terms

International Students: International students are non-U.S. citizens holding non-immigrant visas.
Citizens of other countries who are U.S. permanent residents or immigrants with green cards are not
included in this report.

Other category: Other category includes non-degree seeking visitors, USC Language Academy
students, and students currently on Optional Practical Training (OPT) employment.

Visitors: Visitors are students enrolled in classes but not in degree programs.
Optional Practical Training (OPT): OPT is the category of graduates on F-1 student visas who are

legally employable for 12 months following graduation. They remain under USC auspices for the
purpose of maintaining their immigration status and for national reporting purposes.



Introduction

The University of Southern California has a long history of enrolling students from around the world.
For the past seven years, and for much of the past 20 years, USC has enrolled more international students
than any other U.S. university. This tradition of a strong commitment to educating international students
continued in the 2008-2009 academic year, with 5,919 students from 114 different countries attending USC.
This report provides some information about USC’s current international student population, along with

comparative data from years past.

Continuing a recent trend, the number of students from India, China and South Korea rose again this
year. The largest increase among this group was for students from China, which showed an increase of 16%
from Fall 2007 to Fall 2008. Students from the top ten places of origin make up nearly 79% of the university’s

international student population. (see p. 5, Table 2.1).

Overall, in the past 15 years, USC’s number of international students has risen 41% (see p. 4, Chart
1.5). Currently international students make up nearly 9% of the undergraduate population, over 26% of
graduate students, and 17.5% of the total USC student population for Fall 2008 (see p. 8, Table 4.1 ). Most of
the growth of this population in recent years has been at the Master’s degree level, which rose by over 5%

between 2007 and 2008 (see p. 9, Table 5.1).

For undergraduate international students, the top major by far is Business Administration. For gradu-
ate students, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science are the top two fields of study (see p. 11, Table
6.2). Another interesting trend to note is the gender breakdown within the international student population.
While male students remain the majority, the proportion of female students within the international commu-
nity at USC has risen steadily but slowly over the past 30 years to the current figure of 38% (see p. 12, Chart
7.3).

The information in this report was compiled by the Office of International Services (OIS), along with
help from the Office of Academic Records and Registrar, and the USC Language Academy. Please direct all

comments and inquiries to ois@usc.edu.



Section 1

Summary of International Students

Table 1.1 Total Numbers of All International Students
| Fall 2008 | Fall 2007 | % Change

Undergraduate 1429 1399 +02.14
Graduate 4309 4229 +01.89
Visitors 181 183 -01.09
Optional Practical Training 1414 1235 +14.49
USC Language Academy 157 143 +09.79
Total 7490 7189 +04.19

Sources: Office of Academic Records and Registrar, Office of International Services (OIS), and USC Language Academy .

Chart 1.2 Types of International Students within the International Population
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Table 1.3 Total Numbers of Enrolled International Students (Degree-Seeking and Visiting)

| Fall 2008 | Fall 2007 | % Change
Undergraduate 1429 1399 +02.14
Graduate 4309 4229 +01.89
Visitors 181 183 -01.09
Total 5919 5811 +1.86

Source: Office of Academic Records and Registrar.



Chart1.4 Graduate and Undergraduate Student Trend in Increments of 5 Years
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Source: OIS Enrollment Reports for years listed prior to 2008. Office of the Registrar and Records provided data for 2008.

Chart 1.5 15 Years of International Student Enroliment from Fall 1994-Fall 2008

6000 5919
5700
5400
5100
4800
4500
4200
3900
3600
3300
3000
2700
2400
2100
1300
1500
1200
900
060C
300
o

o

4157

%
: |

-__________________________-----ﬁ--

i

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2002 2004 2005 2006 2007 2003
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Section 2

Top Ten Places of Origin for Fall 2008

Table 2.1 Top Ten Places of Origin of International Students
Place of Origin Fall 2008 | Fall 2008 OPT Fall 2008 Fall 2007 % Change between
Enrolled Language Enrolled Fall 2008 & 2007
Academy Enrolled
India 1571 567 0 1545 +01.68
China, PRC 1015 191 18 849 +16.35
South Korea 682 111 44 649 +05.08
Taiwan 510 186 54 589 -13.41
Canada 254 44 0 254 00.00
Hong Kong 190 40 0 195 -02.56
Japan 141 34 13 158 -10.76
Indonesia 121 37 0 127 -04.72
United Kingdom 93 12 0 100 -07.00
Iran* 93 15 0 93 00.00
Total 4670 1237 129 4565 +02.30
Total of Int’l Students 5919 1414 157 5811 +01.86
% of Top Ten Places of Origin 78.90% 87.48% 82.17% 78.56% N/A

*Iran replaced Thailand for the 10th spot in 2008. Thailand has a total of 87 students in 2008 as compared to 99 students in 2007.

Table 2.2 Current Top Ten Places of Origin: Total Students since 1978 in Increments of Two Years
Year ’ India China, South Taiwan |Canada| Hong Kong ‘ Japan | Indonesia United Iran
Korea Kingdom
1978 90 3 84 260 68 219 194 151 41 998
1980 67 24 92 367 65 196 188 223 31 752
1982 105 31 161 415 61 152 140 365 136 416
1984 126 89 269 465 83 242 124 381 40 295
1986 170 180 337 504 99 262 107 355 56 165
1988 211 297 297 557 81 266 128 245 87 102
1990 275 405 384 825 97 229 170 202 93 87
1992 282 426 415 917 119 248 197 196 107 64
1994 258 355 512 946 118 296 235 231 79 56
1996 285 419 569 789 131 285 237 228 81 60
1998 370 536 542 781 129 241 207 204 69 55
2000 779 743 630 834 144 218 230 193 58 84
2002 949 738 686 648 212 171 227 134 81 104
2004 1444 903 839 897 272 241 288 172 123 105
2006 1708 943 794 968 288 254 221 184 129 128
2008 2138 1224 837 750 298 230 188 158 105 108

Total of all International Students include visitors, students on Optional Practical Training , USC Language Academy students.
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Section 3

Top Ten Places of Origin of New International Students

Table 3.1 Top Ten Places of Origin of New International Students
| Fall 2008 | Fall 2007 | % Change

India 618 630 -01.90
China, PRC 435 323 +34.67
South Korea 259 203 +27.59
Taiwan 182 206 -11.65
Canada 82 81 +01.23
Hong Kong 77 63 +22.22
Japan 60 74 -18.91
Indonesia 44 39 +12.82
Thailand 30 37 -18.92
Iran* 29 16 +81.25
Total 1816 1672 +08.61
Total of New Int’l Students 2222 2058 +07.97
% of Top Ten Countries 81.73% 81.24% N/A

Source: Office of Academic Records and Registrar. Total includes visitors but not USC Language Academy.
Iran replaced United Kingdom for the 10th spot. The U.K. has a total of 24 new students in 2008 as compared to 34 students in
2007.

Chart 3.2 Fall 2008 Top Ten Places of Origin of New International Students
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Source: Office of Academic Records and Registrar. Total includes visitors but not USC Language Academy.



Section 4

International Students within the Total of USC Student Enrollment

Table 4.1 Total of International Students as a Proportion of USC Student Enrollment

International Students USC Students including Int’l % International Students
Undergraduate 1429 16,283 08.78
Graduate 4309 16,213 26.58
Visitors 181 1251 14.47
Total 5919 33,747 17.54

Source: Office of Academic Records and Registrar.

Chart 4.2 International Students as a Proportion of USC Student Enroliment
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Source: Office of Academic Records and Registrar and OIS.




Section 5

Distribution of International Students by Academic Level

Table 5.1 Enrolled International Students by Academic Level

Undergraduate Students Fall 2008 Fall 2007 % Change
Freshman 224 280 -20.00
Sophomore 360 348 +03.45
Junior 442 354 +24.86
Senior 403 417 -03.36
Undergraduate Visitor 84 82 +02.44
Graduate Students Fall 2008 Fall 2007 % Change
Masters 2717 2572 +05.64
Doctoral 1518 1574 -03.56
Professional 74 83 -10.84
Graduate Visitor 97 101 -03.96
Total 5919 5811 +01.86

Source: Office of Academic Records and Registrar.

Chart 5.2 Distribution of Academic Levels for Enrolled International Students
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Section 6

International Student Enroliment by Schools and Majors

Table 6.1 International Student Enroliment by Schools

School Undergraduate Graduate Total
Annenberg School of Communication 55 107 162
College of Letters, Arts & Sciences | 437 | 596 | 1033
Davis School of Gerontology | 1 | 6 | 7
Gould School of Law 0 90 90
Keck School of Medicine 10 197 207
Leventhal School of Accounting | 109 | 37 | 146
Marshall School of Business | 506 | 322 | 828
Roski School of Fine Arts 18 0 18
Rossier School of Education 0 69 69
School of Architecture | 37 | 71 | 108
School of Cinematic Arts | 39 | 94 | 133
School of Dentistry | 0 | 102 | 102
School of Pharmacy 0 72 72
School of Policy, Planning & Development 13 161 174
School of Social Work | 0 | 23 | 23
School of Theatre | 9 | 4 | 13
Thornton School of Music 12 63 75
Viterbi School of Engineering 183 2293 2476
Total | 1429 | 4307 | 5736

Source: Office Academic Records and Registrar. Listed number does not include visiting students or dual degree program students.
There are 2 dual degree students and 181 visiting students not included in the table.
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Table 6.2 International Enrollment by Top 15 Majors

Business Administration 506 Electrical Engineering 808
Economics 115 Computer Science 745
Accounting 109 Business Administration 319
International Relations 69 Biomedical Engineering 104
Communication 42 Economics 91
Architecture 36 Law 90
Electrical Engineering 35 Industrial Systems Engineering 82
Cinema-Television 32 Mechanical Engineering 82
Industrial and Systems Engineering 31 Chemical Engineering 73
Psychology 27 Chemistry 72
Biological Sciences 26 Civil Engineering 70
Economics/Mathematics 22 Engineering Management 70
Biomedical Engineering 20 Computer Engineering 57
Computer Science 20 Cinema-Television 55
Civil Engineering 19 Genetic, Molecular and Cellular Biology 54
Total 1109 Total 2772

Source: Office Academic Records and Registrar. Listed number does not include visiting students or dual degree program students.

Chart 6.3
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Section 7

Gender Composition of International Students

Table 7.1 Comparison of Gender Composition

Gender | Fall 2008 | Fal2008% | Fall 2007 | Fall 2007 %
Males 4639 62% 4420 61%
Females 2851 38% 2769 39%
Totals 7490 100% 7189 100%

Source: Office of Academic Records and Registrar. Totals include OPT, USC Language Academy and student visitors.

Chart 7.2

International Students Fall 2008 Gender Comparison
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Source: Office of Academic Records and Registrar. Totals include OPT, USC Language Academy and student visitors.

Chart 7.3 Percentage of Male and Female International Students in Increments of 5 Years since 1978
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Source: Office of Academic Records and Registrar for 2008 and OIS Enrollment Reports for previous years. Totals include OPT, USC
Language Academy and student visitors.
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Section 8

International Students by Region

Table 8.1 International Student Enrollment by Region
| Fall 2008 | Fall 2007 | % Change

Africa 54 51 +05.88
Asia 4619 4486 +02.96
Europe 513 522 -01.72
Latin America and the Caribbean 145 159 -08.81
Middle East 278 282 -01.42
North America 255 255 00.00
Oceania 55 56 -01.79
Total 5919 5811 +01.86

Source: Office of Academic Records and Registrar. Totals include degree-seeking students and student visitors and excludes stu-
dents on Optional Practical Training and USC Language Academy.

Chart 8.2 International Student Fall 2008 Enrollment by Region
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dents on Optional Practical Training and USC Language Academy.
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Section 9

International Students by Place of Origin

Table 9.1 Fall 2008 International Student Enrollment by Place of Origin
Place of Origin Undergraduate| Graduate | Visitors Language Academy OPT ‘

Algeria 0 1 0 0 0 1
Angola 1 0 0 0 0 1
Argentina 2 13 0 0 1 16
Armenia 0 0 1 0 0 1
Australia 20 10 8 0 5 43
Austria 3 4 0 0 0 7
Bahamas 1 1 0 0 0 2
Bahrain 1 1 0 0 0 2
Bangladesh 5 6 0 0 0 11
Belgium 2 4 0 0 0 6
Belize 4 0 0 0 1 5
Bermuda 0 1 0 0 0 1
Bolivia 1 2 0 0 0 3
Bosnia & Herzegovina 0 1 0 0 0 1
Brazil 16 25 1 0 4 46
Bulgaria 0 16 1 0 5 22
Burkina Faso 0 3 0 0 0 3
Cambodia 2 0 0 0 0 2
Cameroon 1 0 0 1 0 2
Canada 135 113 6 0 44 298
Chile 0 4 0 0 3 7
China, PRC 114 884 17 18 191 1224
Colombia 3 12 0 0 3 18
Costa Rica 1 0 2 0 1 4
Cote d’lvoire (lvory Coast) 0 1 0 0 1 2
Croatia 1 2 0 0 1 4
Cyprus 1 7 0 0 1 9
Czech Republic 2 0 0 0 1 3
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Place of Origin

Undergraduate

Graduate

Visitors

Language Academy’

Democratic Rep. of Congo 0 1 0 0 1 2
Denmark 1 12 0 1 14
Dominican Republic 1 0 0 0 1 2
Ecuador 1 0 0 0 0 1
Egypt 3 7 0 0 1 11
El Salvador 0 3 1 0 1 5
Estonia 1 1 0 0 0 2
Ethiopia 2 0 0 0 0 2
Finland 1 2 1 0 1 5
France 9 17 6 0 10 42
Germany 13 39 7 0 12 71
Ghana 0 1 0 0 1 2
Greece 2 15 0 0 5 22
Honduras 0 1 0 0 1 2
Hong Kong 145 36 9 0 40 230
Hungary 7 2 7 0 1 17
Iceland 0 7 0 0 0 7
India 110 1454 7 0 567 2138
Indonesia 97 22 2 0 37 158
Iran 2 90 1 0 15 108
Iraq 0 1 0 0 0 1
Ireland 0 3 0 0 0 3
Israel 4 9 3 0 5 21
Italy 6 13 12 0 37
Japan 40 100 1 13 34 188
Jordan 3 13 1 0 1 18
Kazakhstan 17 5 1 0 0 23
’Kenya 0 2 1 0 1 4
‘Kuwait 22 5 1 3 0 31
Kyrgyzstan 1 1 0 0 0 2
Latvia 5 0 0 0 1 6
Lebanon 1 4 0 0 3 8
Libya 0 6 0 0 0 6

15




Place of Origin

Undergraduate

Graduate

Visitors ’ Language Academy OPT Total

Macau 6 1 0 0 0 7
’Malaysia 20 20 0 0 2 42
‘Mali 1 0 0 0 0 1
‘Mauritius 0 0 0 0 1 1
‘Mexico 11 13 0 0 7 31
’Moldova 0 1 0 0 0 1
‘Monaco 0 1 0 0 0 1
‘Mongolia 2 0 0 0 0 2
‘Montenegro 1 0 0 0 0 1
’Morocco 2 2 0 0 0 4
Myanmar (Burma) 1 3 0 0 3 7
Nepal 0 4 0 0 0 4
Netherlands 6 2 3 0 0 11
New Zealand 4 10 3 0 3 20
Nicaragua 1 0 0 0 1 2
Nigeria 3 7 1 0 2 13
Norway 3 3 0 0 0 6
Pakistan 14 34 0 0 2 50
Panama 2 3 0 0 3 8
Paraguay 0 1 0 0 1 2
Peru 0 5 1 0 0 6
Philippines 12 9 0 0 3 24
Poland 10 6 0 0 7 23
Portugal 9 8 0 0 2 19
Qatar 0 2 0 0 0 2
Romania 2 15 1 0 0 18
Russia 6 45 1 0 5 57
Saudi Arabia 14 14 0 20 1 49
Serbia 1 0 0 0 0 1
Serbia & Montenegro 3 2 0 0 0 5
Singapore 61 20 4 0 12 97
Slovakia 1 1 0 1 0 3
Slovenia 0 1 0 0 0 1
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Place of Origin

Undergraduate ‘ Graduate Visitors |Language Academy

University of Southern California
Office of International Services
3601 Trousdale Parkway
Student Union 300
Los Angeles, California 90089-0899
Tel: 213.740.2666
www.usc.edu/ois
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South Africa 2 4 1 0 2 9
South Korea 224 431 27 44 111 837
Spain 3 8 12 0 4 27
Sri Lanka 11 7 0 0 0 18
Sweden 10 1 2 0 3 16
Switzerland 4 4 1 0 0 9
Syria 1 1 0 0 0 2
Taiwan 56 449 5 54 186 750
Thailand 16 68 3 2 19 108
Trinidad and Tobago 3 2 0 0 0 5
Tunisia 0 0 1 0 0 1
Turkey 21 56 0 1 10 88
Turks & Caicos Islands 1 0 0 0 0 1
Ukraine 0 7 2 0 1 10
United Arab Emirates 5 2 0 0 0 7
United Kingdom 55 34 4 0 12 105
Uruguay 0 0 0 0 1 1
Venezuela 1 6 0 0 2 9
Vietnam 11 24 0 0 0 35
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